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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Office  of  Special  Education  and 
Rehabilitative  Services 

Educational  Media  Research, 
Production,  Distribution,  and  Training 
Program 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  proposed  priorities  for 
fiscal  year  1993. 

SUMMARY:  The  Secretary  proposes 
priorities  for  fiscal  year  (FY)  1993  under 
the  Educational  Media  Research, 
Production,  Distribution,  and  Training 
Program.  The  Secretary  tcdces  this  action 
to  focus  Federal  financial  assistance  on 
those  areas  of  greatest  needs.  These 
priorities  are  intended  to  ensure  the 
continued  availability  of  closed- 
captioned  television,  to  expand  the 
cultural  experiences  available  to 
children  who  are  deaf  and  hard  of 
hearing,  and  to  disseminate  information 
about  new  media  technologies  for 
persons  with  sensory  disabilities. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  July  15, 1992. 

ADDRESSES:  All  comments  concerning 
these  proposed  priorities  should  be 
addressed  to  Joseph  Clair,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW.,  room  4620,  Switzer 
Building,  Washington,  DC  20202-2644. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Joseph  Clair.  Telephone:  (202]  732-4503. 
Deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  individuals 
may  call  (202)  732-1169  for  TDD 
services. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This 
notice  contains  six  proposed  priorities 
under  the  Educational  Media  Research, 
Production,  Distribution,  and  Training 
Program  authorized  under  part  F  of  the 
Individuals  with  Disabilities  Education 
Act  (IDEA),  These  priorities  would 
provide  cooperative  agreements  to 
assist  in  the  provision  of  closed- 
captioned  news,  movies,  mini-series, 
and  special  programs,  and  children’s 
and  syndicated  television.  The  proposed 
priorities  also  would  provide  assistance 
for  producing  and  disseminating 
information  about  media  technology  for 
persons  with  sensory  disabilities  and  for 
providing  cultural  experiences  that 
enrich  the  lives  of  deaf  and  hard  of 
hearing  children  and  youth.  These 
proposed  priorities  would  ensure  the 
continued  availability  of  closed- 
captioned  television  and  expand  the 
educational  and  cultural  opportimities 
available  for  persons  with  sensory 
disabilities  in  areas  of  identified  need. 

This  program  supports  AMERICA 
2000,  the  President’s  strategy  for  moving 
the  Nation  toward  the  National 


Educational  Goals,  by  assisting  those 
with  disabilities  in  meeting  Goal  1, 
school  readiness,  and  Goal  5,  adult 
literacy. 

The  Secretary  will  announce  the  final 
priorities  in  a  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register.  The  final  priorities  will  be 
determined  by  comments  received  in 
response  to  tMs  notice,  available  funds, 
and  other  considerations  of  the 
Department.  Funding  of  particular 
projects  depends  on  the  availability  of 
funds,  the  nature  of  the  final  priorities, 
and  the  quality  of  the  applications 
received.  The  publication  of  these 
proposed  priorities  does  not  preclude 
the  Secretary  from  proposing  additional 
priorities,  nor  does  it  limit  the  Secretary 
to  funding  only  these  priorities,  subject 
to  meeting  applicable  rulemaking 
requirements. 

Note:  This  notice  of  proposed  priorities 
does  not  solicit  applications.  A  notice  inviting 
applications  under  these  competitions  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  concurrent 
with  or  following  publication  of  the  notice  of 
final  priorities. 

Priorities 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3)  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  give  an  absolute 
preference  to  applications  that  meet  one 
of  the  following  priorities.  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  fund  under  these 
competitions  only  those  applications 
that  meet  one  of  these  absolute 
priorities: 

Proposed  Priority  l-Closed-Captioned 
National  News  and  Public  Information 

Background:  This  priority  supports 
cooperative  agreements  to  continue  and 
expand  closed-captioned  national  news, 
public  information  programs,  and 
emergency  broadcasting,  so  that  persons 
with  hearing  impairments  can  have 
access  to  up-to-date  national  morning, 
evening,  and  weekend  news,  as  well  as 
information  concerning  cvurrent  events 
and  other  significant  public  information. 
In  making  awards  the  Secretary  will 
consider  the  extent  to  which  programs 
on  each  major  national  commercial  and 
public  broadcast  network  continue  to  be 
captioned. 

Funds  provided  under  this  priority 
may  be  used  to  support  no  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  captioning  costs  for 
each  program  hour  captioned,  except  for 
short  periods  of  time — up  to  six 
months — while  private  sector  support  is 
sought  or  for  emergency 
announcements. 

Priority:  Projects  must — 

(1)  Include  procedures  and  criteria  for 
selecting  programs  for  captioning  that 
take  into  account  the  preference  of 
consumers  for  particular  programs,  the 
diversity  of  programming  available,  and 


the  contribution  of  programs  to  the 
general,  educational,  and  cultural 
experiences  of  individuals  with  hearing 
impairments; 

(2)  Determine  the  total  number  of 
hours  and  the  projected  cost  per  hour  for 
programs  to  be  captioned; 

(3)  Identify  for  each  proposed  program 
to  be  captioned  the  source  of  private  or 
other  public  support  and  the  projected 
dollar  amount  of  that  support; 

(4)  Identify  the  methods  of  captioning 
to  be  used  for  each  hour — indicating 
whether  captioning  is  provided  in  real¬ 
time,  as  a  separate  feed,  or  offline — and 
the  projected  cost  per  hour  for  each 
me^od  used; 

(5)  Provide  and  maintain  back-up 
systems  that  will  ensure  successful, 
timely  captioning  service,  despite 
possible  national  or  regional  emergency 
situations; 

(6)  Demonstrate  the  willingness  of 
major  national  commercial  or  public 
broadcast  or  cable  networks  to  permit 
captioning  of  their  programs  by  the 
project;  and 

(7)  Implement  procedures  for 
monitoring  the  extent  to  which  full  and 
accurate  captioning  is  provided  and  use 
this  information  to  make  refinements  in 
captioning  operations. 

Proposed  Priority  2 — Closed-Captioned 
Syndicated  Television  Programming 

Background:  'This  priority  supports 
cooperative  agreements  for  closed- 
captioning  syndicated  television 
programs,  thereby  making  a  variety  of 
programs  available  at  different  times, 
depending  on  the  local  broadcast  or 
cable  station.  Syndicated  programming 
includes  both  previously  broadcast 
programs  or  series,  as  well  as  new 
programs  distributed  for  showing  on 
individual  stations. 

Priority:  Projects  must — 

(1)  Include  procedures  and  criteria  for 
selecting  programs  for  captioning  that 
take  into  account  the  preference  of 
consumers  for  particular  programs,  the 
diversity  of  programming  available,  and 
the  contribution  of  programs  to  the 
general,  educational,  and  cultural 
experiences  of  individuals  with  hearing 
impairments; 

(2)  Determine  the  total  number  of 
hours  and  the  projected  cost  per  hour  for 
programs  to  be  captioned; 

(3)  Identify  for  each  proposed  program 
to  be  captioned  the  source  of  private  or 
other  public  support  and  the  projected 
dollar  amount  of  that  support; 

(4)  Identify  the  methods  of  captioning 
to  be  used  for  each  hour — indicating 
whether  captioning  is  to  be  provided  in 
real-time,  as  a  separate  feed,  using  live 
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display,  offline,  or  reformatted — and  the 
cost  per  hour  for  each  method  used; 

(5)  Provide  and  maintain  back-up 
systems  that  will  ensure  successful, 
timely  captioning  service; 

(6)  Demonstrate  the  willingness  of 
providers  of  syndicated  programs  to 
permit  captioning  of  their  programs;  and 

(7)  Implement  procedures  for 
monitoring  the  extent  to  which  full  and 
accurate  captioning  is  provided  and  use 
this  information  to  make  refmements  in 
captioning  operations. 

Proposed  Priority  3 — VIosed-Captioned 
Children’s  Programs 

Background:  This  priority  supports 
cooperative  agreements  for  closed- 
captioning  children’s  programs  shown 
on  national  commercial  and  public 
broadcast  networks,  as  well  as 
syndicated  and  cable  programs  shown 
nationally,  so  that  children  who  are  deaf 
or  hard  of  hearing  will  have  access  to 
popular  children's  programs.  In  making 
awards  the  Secretary  will  consider  the 
extent  to  which  programs  on  each  major 
national  commercial  and  public 
broadcast  network  and  cable  network 
targeting  children’s  audiences  continue 
to  be  captioned. 

Pr/orvYjf  Projects  must — 

(1)  Include  procedures  and  criteria  for 
selecting  programs  for  captioning  that 
take  into  account  the  preference  of 
consumers  for  particular  programs,  the 
diversity  of  programming  available,  and 
the  contribution  of  programs  to  the 
general,  educational,  and  cultural 
experiences  of  individuals  with  hearing 
impairments; 

(2)  Determine  the  total  number  of 
hours  and  the  projected  cost  per  hour  for 
programs  to  be  captioned; 

(3)  Identify  for  each  proposed  program 
to  be  captioned  the  source  of  private  or 

^other  public  support  and  the  projected 
dollar  amount  of  that  support; 

(4)  Identify  the  methods  of  captioning 
to  be  used  for  each  hour — indicating 
whether  captioning  is  provided  in  real¬ 
time,  live  display,  offline,  or 
reformatted — and  the  projected  cost  per 
hour  for  each  method  used; 

(5)  Provide  and  maintain  back-up 
systems  that  will  ensure  successful, 
timely  captioning  service; 

(6)  Demonstrate  the  willingness  of 
major  networks  or  providers  of 
syndicated  programs  to  permit 
captioning  of  their  programs;  and 

(7)  Implement  procedures  for 
monitoring  the  extent  to  which  full  and 
accurate  captioning  is  provided  and  use 
this  information  to  make  refinements  in 
captioning  operations. 


Proposed  Priority  4 — Closed-Captioned 
Movies.  Mini-Series,  and  Special 
Programs  Broadcast  During  Prime-Time 

Background:  This  priority  supports 
cooperative  agreements  to  continue  and 
expand  the  closed-captioning  of  movies, 
mini-series,  special  programs,  and  other 
programs  broadcast  during  prime-time 
on  major  national  commercial  broadcast 
networks.  In  making  awards  the 
Secretary  will  consider  the  extent  to 
which  prime-time  movies  and  other 
programs  on  each  major  national 
commercial  broadcast  network  continue 
to  be  closed-captioned. 

Funds  provided  under  this  priority 
may  be  used  to  support  no  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  captioning  costs  for 
each  movie,  mini-series,  and  special 
program  captioned.  Funds  may  also  be 
used  to  support  no  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  captioning  costs  for  other  prime¬ 
time  programs  on  major  broadcast 
networks  for  short  periods  of  time — up 
to  six  months — ^while  private  or  other 
public  sector  support  is  sought. 

Priority:  Projects  must — 

(1)  Include  procedures  and  criteria  for 
selecting  programs  for  captioning  that 
take  into  account  the  preference  of 
consumers  for  particular  programs,  the 
diversity  of  programming  available,  and 
the  contribution  of  programs  to  the 
general,  educational,  and  cultural 
experiences  of  individuals  with  hearing 
impairments; 

(2)  Provide  a  flexible  plan  to  assure 
closed-captioning  of  television  programs 
without  interruption,  while 
accommodating  last-minute  program 
substitutions  and  new  programs; 

(3)  Determine  the  total  number  of 
hours  and  the  projected  cost  per  hour  for 
programs  to  be  captioned; 

(4)  Identify  for  each  proposed  program 
to  be  captioned,  the  source  of  private  or 
other  public  support  and  the  projected 
dollar  amount  of  that  support; 

(5)  Identify  the  methods  of  captioning 
to  be  used  for  each  hour — indicating 
whether  captioning  is  provided  in  real¬ 
time,  live  display,  offline,  or 
reformatted — and  include  the  projected 
cost  per  hour  for  each  method  used; 

(6)  Provide  and  maintain  back-up 
systems  that  will  ensure  successful, 
timely  captioning  service; 

(7)  Demonstrate  the  willingness  of 
major  national  commercial  broadcast 
networks  to  permit  captioning  of  their 
programs;  and 

(8)  Implement  procedures  for 
monitoring  the  extent  to  which  full  and 
acciurate  captioning  is  provided  and  use 
this  information  to  make  rehnements  in 
captioning  operations. 


Proposed  Priority  5— Symposium  on 
Educational  Media  Technology  Relating 
to  Persons  with  Sensory  Disabilities 

Background:  This  priority  supports 
one  cooperative  agreement  for  a  three- 
day  symposium  to  (1)  disseminate 
information  related  to  current  and  future 
research  and  advances  in  the  field  of 
media  technology  for  individuals  with 
sensory  impairments,  and  (2)  provide 
recommendations  for  additional 
educational  applications  of  this  media 
technology.  This  technology  includes, 
but  is  not  limited  to,  speech  recognition 
systems,  video  teleconferencing, 
telecommunications  devices  and  system 
access,  braille  devices,  descriptive 
video,  and  visible  light  spectrum. 
Findings  from  recent  research  in 
captioning  technology  must  also  be  one 
of  the  focuses  of  the  symposium.  This 
symposium  is  consistent  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Education  of  the  Deaf,  which  studied 
the  status  of,  and  needed  improvements 
in,  education  for  individuals  with 
hearing  impairments. 

Priority:  This  project  must  conduct  a 
symposium  that  offers  at  least  six 
commissioned  presentations  by 
professionals  or  experts  in  their 
respective  areas,  including  but  not 
limited  to,  educational  media  and 
technology,  advanced  technology,  media 
access,  and  rehabilitation  engineering. 
The  project  must  make  arrangements  for 
discussions  and  responses  at  the 
symposium  by  participants  and  for 
developing  suggestions  for  implementing 
research  findings  and  practical 
implications  for  new  and  advanced 
technology. 

Following  the  symposium,  the 
commissioned  presenters  must  refine 
their  papers,  reflecting  discussions  at 
the  symposium.  The  project  must 
publish  a  proceedings  document  and 
distribute  this  document  to  symposium 
participants  and  relevant 
clearinghouses. 

Proposed  Priority  6— Cultural 
Experiences  for  Deaf  and  Hard  of 
Hearing  Children  and  Youth 

Background:  This  priority  supports 
cooperative  agreements  that  will 
provide  cultural  experiences  to  enrich 
the  lives  of  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing 
children  and  youth. 

During  FY 1992  the  Department 
expects  to  fund  projects  that  will  (1) 
provide  for  the  presentation  of  theatrical 
experiences  for  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing 
in^viduals,  and  (2)  use  an  integrated 
approach  by  having  among  cast 
members  a  mixture  of  deaf,  hard  of 
hearing  and  hearing  performers.  This 
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priority  for  FY  1993  is  intended  to 
extend  these  experiences  to  younger 
people  with  hearing  impairments. 
Pro)ects  must  actively  involve  children 
and  youth  with  and  without  hearing 
impairments  in  cultural  activities  such 
as  the  production  of  a  play  or  creation  of 
a  work  of  art.  A  grantee  may  not  use 
funds  under  this  priority  for  passive 
activities  such  as  viewing  a  play  or 
video  produced  by  adults. 

Priority:  Projects  must — 

(1)  Use  an  integrated  approach  that 
mixes  children  and  youth  who  are  deaf, 
hard  of  hearing,  and  hearing  in 
conducting  theatrical  or  cultural 
activities  or  both;  and 

(2)  Develop  and  implement  strategies 
that  will  increase  public  awareness  and 
understanding  of  dea&iess  and  of  the 
artistic  and  intellectual  achievements  of 
deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  individuals, 
including  children,  youth,  and  adults. 


Intergovernmental  Review 

This  program  is  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12372 
and  the  regulations  in  34  CFR  part  79. 
The  objective  of  the  Executive  order  is 
to  foster  an  intergovernmental 
partnership  and  a  strengthened 
federalism  by  relying  on  processes 
developed  by  State  and  local 
governments  for  coordination  and 
review  of  proposed  Federal  hnandal 
assistance. 

In  accordance  with  the  order,  this 
document  is  intended  to  provide  early 
notiHcation  of  the  Department's  specific 
plans  and  actions  for  this  program. 
INVITATION  TO  COMMENT;  Interested 
persons  are  invited  to  submit  comments 
and  recommendations  regarding  these 
proposed  priorities. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  priorities  will  be 


available  for  public  inspection  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  room 
4620,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  Street, 

SW.,  Washington,  DC  between  the 
hours  of  8:30  am.  and  4  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday  of  each  week  except 
Federal  holidays. 

APPUCABLE  PROGRAM  REGULATIONS:  34 

CFR  part  332. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1451, 1452. 
(Catalogue  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.026,  Educational  Media  Research, 
Production,  Distribution,  and  Training 
Program). 

Dated:  May  7, 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

[FR  Doc.  92-14013  Filed  6-12-92;  8:45  am] 
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